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ABSTRACT 

This study reports on parent reaction to the 
possibility of their elementary school age child having a student 
teacher in the classroom. Parents of children from six elementary 
schools in a midvestern city were randomly selected to answer a 
questionnaire. A usable return of 84 percent was achieved. Findings 
shoved that an overwhelming majority of the parents surveyed were 
willing to have student teachers in their child's classroom if 
certain conditions were met. Parents needed assurance that their 
child would not be hindered in educational attainments and that the 
educational process would continue in an orderly manner with adequate 
supervision by the familiar classroom teachers. (PD) 
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How do parcuita react to the poasiblllty of their elGmautax'y school Gj;e 
child>;cii iiaviuj-; a studcrst teacher iu the classroom? Thiy tJtudy attempted to r . •...v .'. 
ascertain the: attitude of parents of elementary quo. children in one mldv/estera 
city- 

jjq^lr.n: Tlie camplo used for thio s'tiuly is a midveritern ci.ty of approxitaately 
25,000 population. Tiie population of the city is ninety per cent yhite, three 
per cent black and rievea per cent Hexican-AiBerican. The parents of chi3.dren in 
the randon3-y uolected clat:oroons of the aix elementary j^choolB in the city v;ere 
a^ked to return a queatiormaire in which they v;ere to check o statement v;hich 
indicated their opinion of their child being expoced to a student teacher. Tiie 
definition for iJtude.nt teadior was supplied aa an' addendum to the questionnaire. 
Five huiidrcd qucsticnnairec \70re sent to the parents. A return of eighty four 
per cent (422 unable rcxurvu;) vao adiieved after the tliird follov; up letter'. 

yiad infis ; TliG tabulation cf parental opinion Wiis as follows: 

23% I strongly favor my child having a student teacher. 

h9% _ I favor iny child having a student teacher. 
ip% Undecided or no opinion. 

_ 7% 1 prefer that irAy child not have a student teacher. 



2% I am Gtron;>ly oppoGod to nry child having a student teacher. 

Tile coiimients that parents were invited to offer at the bottom of the questionnaire 
v/ere liil-.eresting and revealing. With a very fev/ exceptions the cosnnents v/ere 
favorable.^ or favorable vith specific conditions > to having student teachers in 
the classroom. Typical favcrable coiiimeuts were: 

1) ''I tiiinh the njore adults v?ith the children the better." 

2) "Yes, I favor having student teachers because the student teacher will have 
freah ideas about teaching." 

3) "Yes, it is a good idea. It will help the children as well as the student 
teacher." 

A) "Yes, too tirany teachers never go back to school. Tlic student teacher will 
bring ±n sorie fresh thinking." 

Several parents coimented that tliey were in favor of having a studont teacher 
in their chiJd's clacisroom if certain conditions v;cre assured. Tlicse conditions 
revolved around tiic student teacher being able to teach the basic skills and 
to nuintaiu discipline. Other parents v^ero favorai>le to havinp, utudcnt teachers 
it supervision from the clacsroon teacher snd tiie university was adequatCe 
Typical of these cocinjcnto were: 
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1) "Yeo, but i wr.nt to ciakc gp.vc my child fijer.'j tlta nccensary reading skills/* 

2) "Ycls if tho. clar^aroora te.Mcl:c.^r i?; thcro. when the cUildrcin naGd her.*' 

3) "I frzvor haviuf. a student tenchcr if she lo a good one and can keep control 
of the. clni:Ja. Discii^lirio ic problem*" 

4) "I am i*A favor of having i;tudcnt teachers but I would like to know v.oro 
specific details > parcicularly about how readiui?; would be taught.^' 

Few of the parents expror;sing opposition to having r.tudent tcacbera made add- 
itional comuicatSv 'JN/o isolated co:«a2ientfJ, \7hich may or may not be typical of 
the thouf;lxt:3 of parents w'iio oppoi>ed having wtvidcnt tcacnorG, were; 

1) '^is'Oj I don't v;an:: an untrained univcrnlty rstudent trying to teach ;iiy child 
to read*" 

2) "I don't vrant my child used to teach univcraity students how to teach ocbool/* 

I^^SS}}?:.:P-21l* Wiile an oven/heJ.ming majority of the pareiits cur'/eyed vera willing 
to have ^3cudGnt teachers in their child 'a clastirooia thr.ro were conditions attending 
which aUould be considered by cooperating tGachcrtJ, public .school adminiytrator^ 
and teacher education prcttlajjsora oiid adminiovrator^. Parents seem to need 
assurance that their child will not be liiudcred in iiis educational attainment, 
particularly in readJ.np, achievenent» by having an inonrerienced student teacher* 
Parents ueGid assurance taat the educational procesa v;ill continue in an orderly 
manner with adequate supervision by the fainlliar ciaosroom teacher* Tills 
aurvcy suggests that, at least in this specific school district, tltc student 
teaching experience enjoys the trust of tiiC ei&mentary schooi^chi.ldren's 
parents. iTi.plicit in this trust is an obli^.ation by the teacher education 
institutions to adequately prepare and properly supcrv^ise their teacher 
candidates. The implied obli^^ation of the cooperating^ public :.'.chocis is to 
keep the parents v/till'-iufonned and to assure the parents that the educatiomd 
process v;ill continue with order and effectiveness. 



